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Transportation

MaineDOT
We’re all in this together...so please drive
safely and courteously!

Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge
The Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge is undergoing a $6 million
re-decking project that will continue through October.
The next full opening for the
Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge is scheduled for
Saturday, August 25 and Sunday, August 26.
MaineDOT will do everything we can to
keep you up to date and minimize disruption
• During the full openings all equipment will be removed from the
bridge and wide loads (wider than 9 feet) will be allowed to pass
due to special provisions attained for Deer Isle deliveries only.
• Please try to schedule these deliveries during off-peak times when
tourists aren’t commuting.

A Message to Motorists Using the
Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge
Prior to the beginning of any construction project, MaineDOT studies
traffic patterns, with safety always being the top priority. Lichtenstein
Consulting Engineers, renowned worldwide, has worked with us on
the traffic patterns and spacing of vehicles during this construction
process.
In the planning stages of the project, traffic engineers investigated
stopping the traffic at the ends of the bridge. It was concluded that
the road capacity would not be able to handle the volume of traffic
waiting to go on the bridge. Also, when the length of the one-way
traffic is longer, the capacity of the traffic flow is reduced, and not as
many vehicles would be able to cross the bridge per hour.
The traffic flow has also been designed to ensure the safe passage of
rescue vehicles for an emergency on the island. Having traffic wait
on land could create serious delays if an emergency vehicle needs to
cross the bridge. The way we have designed traffic flow will expedite
the movement of emergency vehicles, since there are fewer vehicles in
motion on the bridge than there would be with the longer lines building up on land, and therefore far more vehicles in motion on the
bridge at any single time.
Because this bridge is a suspension bridge, it has more movement
(both side to side and up and down) than other bridge types. The
movement of the bridge is no different than what occurred every day
on this bridge prior to this project. It is only because the traffic is
stopped that drivers are more aware of the movement. This movement
is perfectly safe and normal for suspension bridges. It is not unduly
aggravated by the construction process.
Please be assured that a great deal of effort and planning has gone
into the design of traffic flow during this project and safety is always
our top concern.

Stay Informed - sign up for e-mail alerts at www.mainedot.gov
Thank you for your patience!

